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INTER ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIFTS 
ABC'S ASSY IS GRO\@--An inerease of 313 per cent 11 aseete if the firet three 
monthe of this yeat wae afifouric: the Arab Banking Corporation (ABC), 
Aseete on 41 March eteod at $f. seainet $1,95bn at the end of last year, 


while the balance sheet tetal amounted te $3, 2ba,. The last figure excludes 
the additional $))5e in svarehoidere’ capital which was called up on 

ij April, to bring te total paid-up capital to $750m,. Depesite also grew 
by 3) per cent, from $1. 5bn at the end of 1980 to S2bn at the end of March, 
But the lean and bond portfolio showed an increase of 75 per cent. in 198), 
ABC managed or lead=-managed 21 mijor syndicated loans, worth $4.56bn, and 
co-managed bond issues totalling $230m. [Text] (London 8 DAYS in Eng! ish 

if Apr B81 p 38) 


C80: 6820/3086 
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ISLAMIC APPAILRS 
RRL EPS 

10 SUDANe=The Muslia Werld League haa offered 
for 4 project te print 4 million copies of the 
the eetabilishment of 4 number of moaeques, in 

for the esetabliah@ent of 10 lelamic centere 

lt wae mentioned by Sheikh Muhagmed Salfwat 
saeue, that each of theese centers will consiat 
Loran, 4 @oeque, and 4 clinic in addition ti 

liddah "URAZ in Arabic 5 Apr 61 p 3} 














REVOLUTION GUARDS STATE POSTTLON ON SOVIET~aFGHAN WAR 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in Engiliah 27 Apr Sl p } 
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& Peewl ting leet OF | heute iy OFe Cepeeeeertly the pileup Of Gepte. This of!) couses 
1) te be GOT tert §* Pereetne 108 Reehinery oF8 Gee igpment ane te ting 188 Ore 
due tive ity OF oepleting Gee Pe leete. Whee 1h berrees of a = rele of 
eherest, 14 reel ines &@ leet eff peed eheet '* the whotews civele of the rage J 
birwe tere ond Getic tent liqeiett, te Third preblee fe pr' ces ont eebeldies. ‘ 
te Peleted te Finca! pellay ene The whe @ Gomeetle eteneny end needs @ ‘aynpostan” 
ty ‘ieelt, Sihte 1h fe GhRReOteE We wepes ent on expending welume Of weges, ehie® 
hove oF eff ent OF the coepetetion Of Gente. feerth, onegea! Gempetition: if 14 te 
cote thet 5 ster are Pestrieted te tenet 06 Ter &@ feretgr tevestment ane pri- 
vate ceeter ltbere! fetter prepeete ge. (het te met bed whee they represent ree! 
preewet ive Cepeei iy One Genet itete @ pt) ler of the netteons!) egeneny, bel the fect 
‘os Ohet eeet ef ane progeste are fer copeumetio® OF services, an¢ wf Cenrel deter 
ohne whtet of then wil) ramets after ° ypeere of exemptions, f, a: on Cayetion, oF 
wet egelee! ereretions, tet the Genger comes once the years of exenpilor end! One 
SMe as Os : evanpt iors ere #0t jwet for teres oe oyere the 
portation ef fwil, wre? weds fren ebreed, which te @ o the publ tc 
sorter, whieh preg@enes the cane pood:! [Tt ie here thet the | competition comes 
ie, eo) thmegh 11 fe sebettery Lo Coordinate the tee sectors within the contest of 

the goveranent 4evelopment pler ie the sheerce of coordination, levestment 
pects whteh Rowe Oguiwelents Here arise Finally. the problem of customs. 
are SOT jett fevereet, bet are @ means, lite tadirect teres, to the domestic 
Oc rer » Therefore, 1t 18 Mecessery te give every facility and exanption for the 
W@ertet ion of emp ete plarts ane pew materials, and te mete those greater ther 
the factlities fer the tperlietior of sert-precesced or fully manufactured . 
‘+ order te ehooerege the itpertetion of fectertes a 4 develop domestic tion, 
"her why ere cables ene meters evenpted while similar a Ly. in Egypt? 
"here are other example: which rege re thet cestome ovompt be giver 


commodities produced locally. 
tical _ 4 
and liberate 


tne Puede Abe Zaghiah: | an talbing fron the position of 
sige the need te develop public setter writ 

oe) restrictions, Secewse Menegemert is the main element if the syccess of economic 

ertts 


ae @ specific exemple, t* the company | menege, Iron and Stee. there are 26,000 
people wevting wit® comple technology if three shifts. therefore it must be meneged 


not tay hg ~ -, yf -— BY, rather by wp-te-dete (vel methods 
_* sowght te reorganize the compan, of few beset and set up 
ar ‘formation certer. because we canhet menage 


P Tike this when | cannot 
ph Ay, ~- ER A gagk -f- 


is an effect on the soundness 
are walidity of decision Then we tewe decided give yy to the 
of the sections tf the 


. after mweh insistence, t 
weet oS — a Grade, like me, each of them be- 
coming en cffictal with full respomsibiliteis for his sector; thet is, it become 
the -@erest thing to sewer compartes ff on. 


we ther decided to give w rt bonuses, bet were tater abect by Law 83 and the amend- 

werts te it. Tete t¢ @ wery Ged, Nerrful lew because it gives benefits to *on- 
tiwe wrterc ant retoet their , whee te fect should be terminated! 
evecution of thie lew cost me | willion pounds without returns! This kind of 





















































































lew, 68 OFherS 1h the aeplepwent ant laber bills, are Sing the Bublle sb 
when it + © be pretectet.§ dst from our company, 2,000 engineers ane ter’ 
tens whee Hewe top capertice Hewe left and are new te oe of establishing ire 
ies 1® Arab Gowntries, They Neve left ane we are now suffering from a ve 
human Staffs. | cen give other examples of bed laws. A few days ago, af Oversee 
caused @ cutter the. cost 100,000 pounds te be broken, and when we te th 
law we found Dhat it Stipulated thet the board of directors hed te meet te re’ 
his suspension! Mowever, | toot the initiative myrel? and decided to sus 
+ ee oe this reasonable? A. is at the service of pro. 

e Coens 9°v9 manpemmens ee ity te act 1 an advanced fur the 
sehe of the job. Finall) tris is the third time | om saying this, the prop 
are wel) town the selutions te them are wel! enown, bul there are no stands! 


How Len We Correct the Negative Acpecte? 


Or Sulayman Burea!-Din, The economic sector's interest in the subject of the pub! ic 
sector 16 gemwine and essential, because 14 te concerned to provide the suitable cli. 
mate for tine to teke off end increase, resulting in profite which can be re- 
invested If Sevelogment, increase production and raise development rates. The fact 
is thet | Rawe fot gone throwgh experience im the field. therefore will not talk tr 
detail), but there it @ basic Common ground which jc “the public sector was created 
by rome ican decree.” Since that wet @ politica! decision, the sector therefore 
cannot develop by republican decree! +, , 1t must receive ite share of study. 
Then the public sector has hed its achiewaments, which cannot be ignored, and it 
would & folly for us to think about destroying it. It must remein, because it 

is @ pillar and will continue to be a pillar. It ts true that there are *ive 
features which must be remedied, but tant thing is, what approach take? 
One view propounds @ remedy at the project lewel, in the sense of dealing with a 
difficult projects so thet we can investigate their condition, their faults, and 
different of rectifying them, another view considers it late to examine 
the phil of the public sector in its entirety to arrive a formulation of 
a few philosophy which will gowern it, including solution of the problems which 
have been raised here. In spite of both. we showld not forget that we «re in a 
transitional stage: the public sector began .n @ stage of materialistic or socialist 
planning which holds thet production must be guided to provide people's requirements, 
it would hawe beer possible for this method to succeed, as it has sticceeded in east 
wermeny, for exemple, and other places, exc thet lication here was marred 

many shortcentngs Finally, we started thinking, and sincerely, truthfully 
and honestly, about the need to encourage the private sector and to open up to the 
world, and projects began to @ r which were subjected to the theory of the “market 
economy” governing the price element. So how can one reconcile this with our consti- 
tution, which stipulates democratic soctaliem, that is, the provision of the people's 
requirements? If we leave it up to market forces alone to determine prices, people 
will be herred anc no one will be able to tolerate this. So it is necessary for us 
te arrive at @ suitable formula. in my opinion, it is necessary to restore the 
effectiveness of the “price agency” which was established some time ago. It must 
embark on its task of setting prices on the Sasts of costs plus a reasonable profit. 
in addition, I consider thet to refors the » blic sector we should jointly apply 

the two theories for developing it. We sould re-examine the philosophy which 
governs it and at the same time we should discuss the state of each “declining” 























compary i tselation, i* order te remedy 14. A careful price study should be 

made and after thet the type of subledy, and how it will be made, should be deter 
wined. for example, it 16 net reasenae’® for the raw materials tn any project 

© remain subsidized. among there seterial> are oot | fuel of’, whieh selle for 
1.5 pounds @ ton whtle its seria price ts mere than 140 tons! 


Developing Management is @ wery basic thing. We succeeded for the first time in 
the insurance sector. where the People s Assembly a to liberate its compantes 
from repressive laws and give it freedom of movement. We are trying to create the 
suitable climate in which the public sector can mowe freely, and the honest private 
sector should also be active, since 17 14 16 not committed it will devour the publ te 
sector! 


Participating in the Symposiue 


Dr Sulayman Dur-al-Din, minister of stete for economy, Counsellor Mahmud Muhamed 
Fatt, chatrman of the Money Market Authority, Dr Kamal a)-Janzguri, director of 
the National Planning Institute, Dr ‘Abd-al-Mun'im a)-Banna, economic consul tant; 
Dr ‘Adil ‘lez, head of the Administrative Development institute; Eng Fu'ad Abu 
laghiah, chairman of the board of directors of the Iron and Steel Company; ‘Ala’ 
thalll, undersecretary of the investment Authority: Or Salit Butrus, economic 
expert, Dr Faruq Shaquwayr, Ihab — a lawyer, Eng Mahmud Hilei Zaki, project 
manager with al-Nasr Automobile / , and, for AL-AHRAMN, Mahmud Mured. 


[70 Feb 81 p 17/ 


(Text/ In the first part, which we published last Friday, the discussion s 

at an important point, where the ministry of state for the economy asserted that 

if we created a suitable atmos in which foreign investment and private sector 
projects could operate, it would be necessary that they be honest because if they 
were rot committed they would devour the public sector! So how can one bring about 
the equation with its four components - the public sector, which is to be preserved 
and developed, investors and capite!, loca! or foreign, which are to be encouraged, 
the domestic economy, so that rates of development and production can rise, and 

the E fan consumer, t h reasonable prices so that he will aot be cre hed by 
the millstone of competition 


inside this quadrilateral body, the conversation waxed heatedly, supported with evi- 
dence and figures in an intense fashion which it is difficult to summarize again now. 
Thus we will famediately proceed with the second part: 


Dr Salib Butrus: The fact is that the public sector contains companies which 

not to have been subordinate to it because they are not dominant industries, suc 

as candy companies and retail firms! Therefore the rea) problem, in my opinion, is 
to rid the sector of the likes of tt se companies, and this should net be considered 
the sale or liquidation of the sector but @ solution to the problem coc” “liquidity” 
which it ts suffering from, since it can obtein funds as a result of the sale. it 
is ye a the public sector to have cookie and chocolate companies and sel! pepper 
and cummin 











Then | demand that the system of public sector management be liberated so that it 
af obtain full powers, including the freedom to use part of the profits for re- 
lacement, renovation and investments. After that, there remains a basic tésue, 
accountability: who will held the public sector companies te account? Whe 

will subject them to quet*ioning if we liberate them fron restrictions, bills and 
red tape? it is true that there 6 parliamentary questioning, bul that is politica! 
and 16 not enough by iteelf, un this subjec*, there also is the issue of accurate 
data and information which must be made ava lable and provided, Once again jo bac! 
te the ned te rid the public sector of compantes which must not be Subordinate to 
it, whatever their profits might be, profit ts not the criterion, Since the yovern- 
ment must not seli candy, pepper an cumin! 


AL ~AWRAM: We are not engaged in putting the public sector on trial. While it is, 
as everyone is agreed, the pillar of the Egyptian economy, what is necetsary is to 
search for the best means to develop it so that private sector ard foreign invest- 
ments will not devour it, in the words of Or Sulayman Nur-ai-Din, Oy virtue of 
its twportance, it is certainly necessary that the public sector receive a broader 
opportunity then — investments and private companies. If you will permit 

me to say 80, the privileges 1?’ investment enjoys are not just tax exemptions. 
They also include trained skilled labor at we far below the world level, customs 
exemptions, and the free right to expor' and import, transfer currency abroad and 
obtain forms of — at low prices, such as heavy fuel of], electricity and so 
forth. even water. The proiuction of fereign investment companies which obtein 
all this and other things does not cost @ great deal; then they produce in massive 
volumes -- at low cost -- and export some to foreign markets, benefiting from their 
connections and relations, end sel! some in the loc.! market at a cost competitive 
with our products, and elim nate them for a1! the previous reasons! This ts the 
essence of the matter. How wil! we face it? To state that the public sector sells 
pepper and cumin seans breaking ‘t up! 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Mun'im a)-Banna: Pepper and cumin are basic commodities. Fava beans, 
bean cales and the products the companies for self-sufficiency in food sel! are 
also such commodities. 


AL~AHRAM: indeed, these commodities are important to al! Egyptian people. Then 
what are cookie and chocolate companies? Why  hould they be sold when they earn 

a profit? Why are they unimportant? Don't these companies produce numerous types 
of goods for children? Childhood ts a basic stage which one must devote attention 
to and provide requirements for at reasonable prices. Don't the advanced countries 
distribute children's milk and food at the lowest prices? Shall we abandon these 
goods to the private companies so —_ can inundate the market, as is currently 
happening with their cookie and chocolate products, at high prices which I do not 
cnow how many people at this table are able to pay, and how often? Is this the 
problem of the public sector? Are these companies the /true/ picture of the public 
sector? Isn't the public sector @ company like Iron and Steel, which has given up 
2,000 experts who are bearing the burden of industry and progress in the whole Arab 
nation? In any case, what concerrs us is to record your opinions, as experts and 
professors on the public sector, fits relationship with foreign investment, and their 
role, together, in the domestic economy. Will we conclude by telling the public 
sector to give way to investment entirely? Shall we say that it is a pillar which 
must prevail and dominate? Shall we leave the two together, and if so, how? How 
can the Egyptian consumer, the person with the basic interests, not be harmed? 








Or Farug Shaquwayr; The public sector really is oppressed, as @ result of the cir- 
cumstances dominating it. If we deal with its relations with foreign investment, 
and what it should do to attract the investment and interact with it, we will find 
that foreign investment companies pict out certain companies in the public sector 
which are successful, and accumulate date on them, in fact on their leaders and 
the people working in them, before coming in to make a deal! Therefore the degree 
of development of competence in the sector is the first element attracting investors, 
in the letest Investment Authority statistics, we find that the proportion of fore! 
capite! in accepted projects dropped markedly, ry in 1978, this tndicates the 
Egyptian productive units have become stronger, since foreign investment companies 
bring in very ordinary technology, which represents their capital, and use all the 
other ay ot My elements from the Egyptian productive unit, thus forming new pro- 
Jeets! While that makes us feel proud, it demands that we set up policy which 
will help ws from giving benefits to investors just because they are br —_ in 
tecnnology == rather, we ourselves must choose what we neeo and what we require 

We have cory excellent industrial base, by the admission of foreigners, and we 
have technically competent people in the Egyptian workforce. This makes it manda- 
tory that we set forth @ new strategy for dealing with foreign companies end in- 
vestors, because, when they deal with us, they are shrewder and «)everer. 


Dr Sulaywan Nur-al-Din: As regards the participation of foreign investment with 
public sector nies, | consider that that is desirable. The important thing 
is, by what formula will that take place? | reject the principle that a compa 
should come in on grounds of technology and tuy public sector companies after they 
are matertally assessed. We welcome every foreign company which comes in order 

to take part with a public sector company in forming a new company, that ‘s. a 
third company in which the two will participate togeth>r This will Seleter the 
domestic economy, and at that point, when the new Et makes @ profit, the pub- 
lic sector company will use its share to develop its basic output. Then there fs 
another formula for cooperation: instead of having them come to us, we should go 
to them, outside Egypt. Why don't we go to form companies to provide the strategic 
materials we need, for example, the necessary “pulp” for our paper manufacturing 
companies and companies to provide meat, in order to realize self sufficiency in 
fooc and provide other things in the form of stragegic materia » or intermediate 
materials required by our factories, so that we can be assured of ontinuing to 

be supplied with ther and not fall prey to the mercy of circumstances and mono- 
polies? To comment on investment benefits and the manner by which they are granted, 
I agree with the view which holds that one must not deal with all investors and in- 
vestment companies equally. It {fs unreasonable that a land subdivision company, 
for instance, be equa! to the Iron and Stee! “ompany, especially sore foreign 
companies are trying to make fun of us. One of them came to obtein «11 the bene- 
fits on grounds that it would establish a plant in a)-Dukhaylah to produce specific 
machines, then it became apparent that it was just a waintenance company. Is this 
reasonable? I am not against investment, out I am against investment nies 
draining the Egyptian economy, obtaining greater benefits and credit facilities than 
necessary from the Egyptian banking system, to an oppressive degree! These facili- 
ties must be under contro! and reviow! Finally, the new policy of the government 
actually proceeds from the premise of developing the public sector, anc, to this 
end, the National Investment Bank was established. The second step is “establish- 
ment of an export-import bank” to cover the foreign trade sector and companies 

in it on economic bases, giving these companies in the foreign trade and cotton 
sector greater freedoms. 











Participation of Workers and the Doard of Directors 


Mahmud Mahmud fatmi; in attesting to the minister of economy's statement on the 
establishment of [gyptian investment companies abroad, this is possible, going 

by the stipulations of investment insurance agreements which we sign with foreign 
couitries, They stipulate that we ourselves will enjoy the same benefits they 
enjoy here, although we have not yet used them and benefited from them, The agree- 
ments stipulate that foreign investment in Egypt should enjoy a prohibitior 
nationalization or expropriation, should hove the rieht to hire foreign pcr ) 
and 60 forth, So far we have conc! ced about 17 agreements with various cu i. ‘es 
which they have benefited from, but we have not benefited correspondingly. /% 
regards the deveiopment of management in the public sector, this is very necessary, 
and the National Party, as an example of development, has ri commended the guidance 
of workers, participation in the boards of directors, because current experience, 
which ts 50 percent worker participation in boards, requires some guidance! We 
are not saying that workers should not participate - that is stipulated in the con- 
stitution - but that we should seek guidance from the experiences of others. In 
France, Germany and Britain, workers ated oe. in management at various levels, 
participating for example in committees auxiliary to the board of directors, but 

it is not necessary that they belong to it! Likewise, it 1. not fair that invest- 
ment companies enjoy benefits from which the public sector is deprived, and there- 
fore we amended Law 32 so that its Article Six would give purely Egypt an projects, 
whether they be in the public or the private sector, the right to enjoy these 
benefits, except for one, that of transferring capital and profits abroad. 


AL-AHRAM; This is as far as new projects go; why doesn't it apply to projects 
that actually exist, and existing companie.? 


Mahmud Fahmi: It app ies to existing companies when they increase their capital. 
In addition, the modificetions the government is studying now are aimed at ay ae 
the laws governing the companies, and there are recommendations to develop the public 
sector in order to solve the problem of liquidity and their need for money, such as 
getting the bunk to enter into companies as partners in proportion to the debts 
each company has with the bank. It ‘s possibie thet this participation to the ex- 
tent of the debts might be converted into bonds which are traded on the stock ex- 
change; this would also work to stimulate their movement and revive the money 
market, at which point the public would agree to buy stocks offering liquidity. 

By the same thinking, why shouldn't the companies solve the problem of liquidity 

by offering a percentage of their capite! -- 10 or 20 percent -- in the form of 
stocks and bonds on the stock exchange, and have people working in these companies 
or .he public buy them? These and others are recommendations to make available 
fiscal liquidity which will enable the companies to renovate their equipment and 
develop their production. This {is not an innovation. The Law on the National 
Investment Bank, which is 100 percent governmental, permits its general assembly, 
formed at a high level, and translates the general policy of the government of 
opening the door to private participation by individuals or companies within speci- 
fic limits which will permit public capital to dominate. The same holds for the 
Import-Export Bank, which is in charge of an important sector, foreign trade and 
cotton. Finally, with resnect to the responsibility of the public sector, and who 
will hold it to account, there is more than one alternative available. One is to 











establish holding companies instead of the old system of organizations, whereby 
each holding company will contain a specific type of homogeneo.s company, Also 
at issue is the establishment of a nigh development and production council, on 
@ basis where the holding company can possess capital without interfering in 
management, This is conarery to the role of the Central Accounting Agency and 
political and popular surveillance. 


Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah: Among the examples of the joint public sector-investment com- 
pany firms, there 18 a company whose chairmanship I have assumed, consisting of 
four companies operating in the iron, steel, and mining field and an Italian com- 
pany with 45 percent participation, which 1s aimed at conducting research and 

tudies on this activity and preparing the technical staffs required for it. In 
this we have been successful in obliging the World Bank to seek recourse to Egyptian 
experts for feasibility studies and research whereas previously it had imposed th: 
condition of foreign experts. This has resulted in the saving of much money. I 
can give examples by stating that it is more necessary to support companies of thi- 
kind than investment companies which come to work and earn, then disappear - after 
their five or more years of exemption have elapsed, having transferred their capital 
and profits abroed. 


Investment and plan Projects 


AL-AHRAM: I believe that we need to hear some data on investment and investment 
companies and the fields they work in. 


‘Ala’ Khalil: The most up to-date statistics we heave are on projects agreed ane 
up to 3) October 1980. This shows that the total number of projects came to 933, 
of which 326 have started producing, 295 are under construction, and 202 have not 
yet been started. The goou phenomenon is public sector cooperation. It contri- 
buted 28 percent of the total cepital to foreign investment projects. In addition, 
it is from this sector that the technical and administrative staffs on which the 
investment companies depend have emerged; had it not been for the existence of 
Egyptian factories and productive units, the investment projects would not have 
been established. 


AL-AHRAM: What type of projects are they? 


‘Ala'Khalil: Of the total projects agreed to, 556 are non-industrial, of which 

108 are investment companies, 57 are banks, 107 ave tourist companies, 53 are for 
housing, 93 are for contracting, and 22 are for consulting. There are 366 industrial 
projects, of which 43 are for textiles, 67 for food, 97 for chemicals, 13 for wood 
and others. (See the table.) 


AL-AHRAM: My question was on the type of project, so that we could see whether 
or not they are integrated with Egyptian industries. Do they add to the domestic 
economy? Do they serve the Egyptian consumer? Here it is noteworthy that there 
are 43 textile industry projects while there are numerous Egyptian companies and 
plants in this field. 


Is it better for us to grant facilities to this type of investment or to other 
types which will establish the industries we need? 
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‘Ala Khalil; We sent a copy of every investment project presented to us to the 
competent government sector to study and ascertain its opinion, 


Dr Kamal al-Janzuri; But that is a consultative opinion and is not binding! 


‘Ala’ Khalil; the law gives the board of directors of the Investment Authority 
alone the right to agree to or reject projects. 


Dr Kama! al-Janzuri; Among the examples of the textile industry there is a project 
which was rejected by the sector concerned, which stated that it would threaten 
our domestic industry, in spite of that it agreed to it. Dr ‘Adil ‘Izz was one of 
the experts who were delegated to investigate the matter and decided to reject iv. 


Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah: What is important, as our brother Mahmud “urad pointed out 

at the beginning, is that there be a clear plan and general strategy of the gov- 
ernment. Does this exist? Or Ibrahim Hilmi ‘Abd-al-Rahman stated that frankly 

at the Alexandria Conference on Higher Management; he was minister of planning and 
most unfortunately acknowledged that there is no planning in Egypt; therefore it 
is necessary to spel! out a strategy in the light of which one can define the role 
of the public sector, the private sector, foreign investment and what we want from 
it, because there is investnunt which represents a burden, not an addition, and 
some investors want to swallow up cur industry, as in the Ideal story! 


Dr 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Banna:; I do not want to repeat what our colleagues said. 

We acually are planning to develop the public sector and divorce ownership from 
management, but we must not forget that we are in a period of transition to a new 
economic system. Let me add that ail plans and projects, whatever their type, must 
essentially be preceded by infrastructure projects - roads, communications, trans- 
portation, and other facilities which are the basis that prepared for productive, 
tourist and other projects. 
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[RAN 


COMMENTATOR DENOUNCES CIA POLITICAL 'GROUPLETS' 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 Apr 81 p 1 


[Article by S. H. Musavian|] 


[Te xt | 


One year ago this time Moslem university sivcents re 
vohed against “penetration canal of the US” that os 
the university. By closing universities, they stopped the 
etration of American culture in lran's Idaruc soll. 
either Islamic nor non-Islamic political groups were 
at doubt that “the system governing universities was one 
inducted by the us. “The cultural penetration is the 
first recourse faken by Superpowers which precedes penetr 
ations mm the fields of politics and military proceeding to- 
ward a stage when they have free premises to plunder at 
will the wealth of a “nation”. If a nation observes an mdep- 
endent and exhaustive .culture,it cannot go under the scorn 
of “ad ory” shoved i by Superpowers. , 

Tue b crime committed by American aiminustrat 
ions and CIA was the “erasure of culture” of lran. The a} 
ient executive in the regard was the university. The U.S. 
charted out the system of university in Iran in its own 
country and Americanized the youth of our nation. When 
these youths came to power Hoveida, Ni suri and Amouze- 
gar - they committed al kinds of excess against their nat- 
won. After the revolution, our youths were not desirous of 
going to the “American slaughterhouse” that is the “former 
university” and dying under the surgical knife of the US. 
It was very natural for the Moiems not to m to the “slaugh- 
terhouse™ but revolt against it and kill “the killer” in hs 
Slaughterhouse with the same surgical knife. 

With ths action, American keyeddolls #1 about danc- 
ing to save thei bosses from the slaughterhouse. American 
grouplets which had the “hottest” rumors with them sudd- 
enly “froze” They wanted a “single night” cancellation of 
relations dating back 2.500 years They shouted we must 
end “assembly” industry but when we closed down its 
theoretical source, t said do you want to change the 
univeraty system? reason was whether the de pende- 
ney could not be severed in one night!!! 

They themselves were saying that the main cause for 
dependency was the university that could not create in- 
novative brams. They accepted that “cultural depenJency 
was more dangerous than imperialism itself. “Now, why did 
they change thew face hundred per cent in action”? 


CSO: 4920/335 


The reason & very clear. The U.S. knows that to fall 
any revolutionary government it had to nurture the strong: 
est possible slogans against it avoiding the real misery of the 
nation Til cultural dependency exists other dependencies 
will also exst 

Anyway the Moslem nation of Iran imprisoned “the 
U.S.” wm the American Stab. universities and the master of 
all plots CIA was silenced, Now that the cultural center has 
been formed and some univermsfies are to open this acade- 
mic year, the U.S. is restless at the revolutionary reopening 
and has set a new plot. Hardly a few months away from the 
re-opening, mation-raking American gouplets have compos- 
ed comical dogans against it. The American grouplets like 
“Unemployed”, “Fedayeen Khalq Organization - Minor- 
ity’, “Path of Worker”. and. . have begun marches!!! 
Tha plot 6 in fact the follow-up of the main American plot 
to create “chaos” and “general crisis” at ali cost in fram. 
We do not forget whenever Iran was in turmoil due to CIA 
| ovgrams, the sharp-<sighted leader of the revoluion Imam 
kK omein would steer Iran to its calmest period with the 
hal. 9 SNMNE ay ar Situation. 

At ths junc ure when the cultural revo'vtion center is 
aJeamant at Opening many universities thus year, these CIA 
mervenanes are rasing comical slogans and marches to 
create turmoil m tran. Ina current Fedayeen Khalq Organi- 
zatvon” statement there & no mention of struggle against 
the US also radw America delivered a news about April 
Jtst “' coh Sefore the statement could be publehed. After 
leat es) cut yesterday's Amer an Jemonstrations, radio 
Bap hJod offered sympathes to the dem. rsirators! This & 
notura! and we do expect these things. 

But, you CIA , the executive of all (reasons against the 
Islamic revolution of tran, learm that our youths will 
not come from the war borders to confront the plots in 
Tehren’s streets. The Moslem nation of tran o firm in fling- 
ng “Siddam™ to the hstorial garbage # | the American 
vruversities as well 
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OFFICIALS DISCUSS MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY 
Grain Agreements 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 29 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] Tehran, April 28 (Pars)--Mr Mohammad Javad Asemipour, the General Maneger 
of the Cereals Organization, held a press conference yesterday and gave some in- 
formation on the issue of grain purchases from inside the country and foreign 
countries according to the capacity of the nation's silos and the amount of grain 
stored in the country. Mr Asemipour, referring to grain purchases from foreign 
countries said that, "there are plaas to avoid purchasing the country's needs from 
just one country or from multi-national companies." He said that “in 1358 the 
amount of grain stored in the country was °)1 thousand tons and the amount increa- 
sed to one million and 59 thousand tons with the 100 thousand ton silo in Isfa- 
han". Mr Asemipour also said, “We have agreements with the Soviet Union, that 
were made in 1974 for building 8 silos, and also, three with the Italians, 4 with 
Britain and 11 with Germany. Because the Germans and the British failed to ful- 
fill their agreement and because these agreeme:ts were unilateral they were nulli- 
fied but the Soviets have promised to finish 5 silos by the end of March 1982." 
Mr Asemipour said, "the Germans received 460 million rials for worthless lands 
and had not done any activities, but with the guarantees and ravings that they 
have in Iranian Banks we can provide this money." 


Mr Asemipour said that, "the agreements with the Germans will be nullified today 
and the one with the Britis’ has already been nullified, and it is predicted that 
with the completion of the silos the amount of grain in the silos will reach 

1 million and 290 thousand tons and 361 thousand tons in the storage houses. 

The grain purchases from the village Cooperative Organization in 1980-1981 was 

437 thousand tons and the reason for the small amount of this purchase was the lack 
of security and problems concerning land that caused low productivity and there- 
fore, Irar had to purchase 1 million and 945 thousand tons from foreign countries 
against 1 million and 445 tons in the preceding year." 


Mr Asemipour, referring to internal transportation said, "There is coordination be- 
tween all offices and organs and the numbers show that in second half of last year 
746 thousand tons of grain had been off-loaded in the port of Bandar Abbas and 
this figure is twice the figure for the first half of last year. Also in the 
second half of last year, Imam Khomeini Port had off-loaded 94 thousand tons of 
grain which was much higher than the first half of that year." 
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MahdavieKani on Mid-Term Poll 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Apr 80 p 2 


[Text] Tehran=-The officials will “seen” hold mid-term elections in “big 
cities" and “those regions where there is no war" in a convenient process 
said interior minister Tuesday, provided the president first okays the elec- 
tion proposal. 


Mahdavi Kani said, holding elections is subject to the prior approval of the 
president. "We are awaiting Ban'cadr's response... We hope if Banisadr sends 
us hie agreement, we will soon commence holding elections and we are aleo pre- 
pared,” 


The elections which were held before, required to be carried out within a 
day but for mid-term elections such law or restriction does not exist, Kani 
informed, 


“Of course, (in those regions) where there is war and elections cannot be held 
(there)," said the minister, “he (the president), according to the constitution, 


may propose to the Majlis and the Majlis may approve that these elections be 
be kept in pending until the war is over.” 


CSO: 4920 
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MINISTRY OF ENERGY CONTINUES DETALLED PROGRESS REPORT 
Part VII 
Tehran TEHRAN .IMES in English 21 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] The evaluaticn studies ind researches on exploration of Uranium which is 
on the top of fu.ture energy resources list in the world, is profitable, consider- 
ing the availability of resources in the country. Taking into account the encour- 
aging results of work done, continuation of Uranium exploration plans should be 
prolonged, keeping aside the establishment of nuclear plants projects. The dif- 
ferent stages of projects on uranium exploration taken by foreign companies, con- 
tractors and internal advisors had been executing in those Taghuti ways. After 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran all kind of activities were centered in the 
Organization and the unfinished projects were followed and implemented by he 
organization's specialists and with the help of God, the exploration plans were 
activated in north, west, Azarbaijan province, east, Nishabur, south of Jarmurian 
region and the central Iran, Anarak region and Saqand in previous and current year. 


2. Esfahan Nuclear Technology Center: 


During the second part of the previous year, our time and potential was expended 
in the establishment of relevant laboratories and putting them into operations. 
The manufacture of a trial plant and establishment of these plants with the gen- 
erating power of 10 Mew during the subsequent years, and putting them into opera- 
tion for electricity facility, were the main goals of Esfahan's Nuclear Tech- 
nology Center. 


4. [as pullished] Security measures for radioactivity: 


In the year of 1358 the Radioactivity Security Svstems Unit, in view of environ- 
mental pollution by radioactive materials and employees welfare cf the Unit and 
the other industrials and hygienic institutions, have executed various measures, 
comprising, visits on hospitals, hygienic institutions of the country, evaluation 
of applicants’ documents who wanted to work with radioactive materials in the 
field of medicine, regulating and supervising of X-ray device in the medical and 
industrial centers and collection of radioactive residue in research and medical 
centers. 


26 











Cooperation with revolutionary toundattonsa: 


After the victory of the lLalamic Revolution of lran, owing to exiating staggering 
factlitiea in Bushehr and Ahvar'sa nuclear plante and needa of revolutionary 
foundations, the Nuclear Loerey Organifzation of Lran after frequent sessions and 
meticulous considerations with top ofticiale in the energy ministry and the 
Conatruction Crusade turned over ite machineries in Siatan and Baluchistan, 
Kohkiloyeh and Buyerahmad, Lorestan, Kurdistan and Bhushehr provinces to the 
Conetruction Crusade which were in the firaet rank of conatructiona. A total 
amount of Riale 30 billion, comprising mercenary, and construction materials 

have been given to the Construction Crusade through the Organization. In addi- 
tion, the organization with the cooperation from Jihad-e=-Bushehr invited 250 
unemployed high achool graduates and etrikere (who staged a sit-in in front of 
governor general's office) to undergo technical trainings. After the training 
course they started working in the villages of the province. At present, another 
0 high school graduates are undergoing different courses in various work shops 
in which production measures are being executed during their training courses. 


it is to be mentioned that in regard to feasibility and essential profiting of 
work shops and constructional facilities in Bushehr and Ahvaz, nuclear plants, 
the master plan of Production and Technical trainings, offered by N.E.0O.1. and 
the Coordination Council of Technical and Professional of the country, was 


approved through the former revolutionary council and it awaits its implementa- 
tion in near future. 


Part VIII 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 Apr 81 p 2 
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LRAN 


ENERGY DEEMED VITAL FOR ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Apr 81 p 2 


“Energy Independence and Economic Advancement" |} 


[Editorial by Jalal; 


ii 


¥ 


£ 





i 





must still be laid at the feet of the 


Bn 








RIB 


: 
TH HE 





Ht 


ue 


sam and mara py sand 

















s i 


iH 


AL 
hie Ht 
i 

RE 
FAT 


tie 
te fi 


sufficiency on the national! level. 


bilinel sib Fie 1+ 
it atk 


en # 
Hat. 


HTH 
Dial 


HN, 


49 20/333 


CSO: 








LRAN 


IMPORTS 


REDUCING 
[Interview with Dr Sattaripur, supervisor of Small-Scale Industries Organization; 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Apr 81 p 2 
date and place unknown] 


SMALL-SCALE INDUSTRIES SEEN 


{Text | 
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SAUDL ARABLA 


PHENOMENON OF SOCIAL CHANGE IN SAUDI SOCIETY 


Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 13 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by Turki al-<‘Ayar: “Field Studies for the Phenomenon of Saudi Social 
Changes. World Inetitutionse and Specialized Organizations’ Help Is Used To 
Determine the Causes of Change" |] 


{Text} The French Research Inetitute for Social and Economic Development (SEDS) 
[ae published) has been commissioned by the (Saudi) Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affaire to conduct studies on Saudi society. These studies, which include the 
phenomenon of change in Saudi society, are expected to be completed during the 
coming months. 


That was announced to AL=-RIYADH by Dr Yasini Salih Andar Qayri, under secretary 
of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. He added that the ministry has 
authorized some British national institutions, such as the American institute 
and the Sritish institute [as given) tc conduct studies on a number of social 
issues connected with Saudi society. He said that by conducting such social 
studies and entrusting them to international social institutions reflects the 
progress made by Saudi society during the recent period. Further, in light of 
those studies it will be possible to prepare new social projects which will 
achieve comfort for the citizens and which will be provided by the government of 
King Khalid. In light of the studies to be conducted by the social affairs at 
the ministry along with the international social organizations it will be possi- 
ble to establish the services which will provide social welfare for the various 
segments of society whether in the rural areas or in the cities. Such services 
will be done in a modern scientific fashion which will accompany the moderniza- 
tion that the kingdom is experiencing. He also said that social affairs at the 
ministry has already established (1) many social weltare organizations which 
provide tangible and significant services, such as the social qualifications 
centers, social service centers, and sociai advancement centers and (2) education 
and guidance organizations. He also added that the ministry will not stop at this 
level, but will expand all its energy and establish many of these projects in all 
areas of the kingdom in accordance with the available resources and [the results 
of) the social studies established for that purpose. 


CSO: 4802/683 











SAUDI ARABLA 


BRIEFS 


SPECLAL SECURITY FORCES RECRUITMENT--The special security forces has announced it 
is accepting applications up to the end of April of 100 students holding inter- 
mediate competency and elementary certificate for entrance into the armored unit, 
The student must have Saudi citizenship and must not be under the age of 16 or 
over the age of 35. The period of study is 4 to 20 weeks, during which Living 
and housing provisions and military uniforms will be provided for. In addition, 
a monthly bonus ranging between 650 to 700 rials will be extended depending on 
the qualifications. The student, after graduation, will also be accorded many 
benefits, including the monthly salary in accordance with his qualificat.ons and 
which ranges between 2,670 to 4,267 rials. In addition the student, upon sradua- 
tion, will be accorded 2 months’ pay as well as the rank and the technical 
increase which will be in accordance with his academic level; and be given the 
chance to enter military and technical courses inside and outside the kingdom. 
The housing for the student and his family will be within the housing projects 
for the special defense forces; he will be accorded the chance to continue his 
civil studies. Also, the student will have an annual leave and gets to travel, 
along with his family, on the Saudi airlines to any place within the kingdom to 
spend his vacation. The student, also, after the length of the regular service, 
has the righc to choose whether to stay on or to leave and will also be accorded 
the retirement allowances. [Text] [Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 21 Apr 81 p 2] 


"ABDALLAH NASIF BLOGRAPHY--Dr ‘Abdallah ‘Umar Nasif, the director of King 
‘Abd-al-'Agiz University, received his preparatory and secondary education in 
Jiddah; his university education was at Al-Riyadh University, where he received 
his B.S. degree with honors in 1384 A.H. [1964-65] with a major in geology and 
chemistry. In 1391 A.H. [1971-72] he received his doctorate in geology from 
Leeds University in England. His career started in 1384/85 A.H. [1964-66] as a 
dean of Riyadh University and a teacher ot geology in 1391/92 A.H. [1971-74]. 
He was then appointed as general dean of that university from 1393 to 1396 A.H. 
[1973-77]. Im 1396 A.H. [1976-77] he was appointed vice president of King 
"Abd-al-'Aziz University and eventually became president of that university in 
1400 A.H. [1979-80]. One of his reasons for choosing to major in geology stems 
from his strong feelings of his country’s needs in that field. [By Salih 
al-Zahrani) [Text] [Jiddah ‘UKAZ in Arabic 6 Apr 81 p 2] 
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SUDAN 


COTTON PROJECTS FAULTED FOR DECLINING PRODUCTION 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 13 Mar 81 p 9 


[Article by Hamid Muhammad Hamid: "Decline in Cotton Production on the al-Jazirah 
Project, and Abundant Controversy in the Scientific Conferences, Seminars and 
Fact-Finding Commissions!") 


[Excerpts] At Madani today, AL-AYYAM opens the file on Major Issue No 1, the 
decline in cotton production at the al-Jazgirah Project and al-Manaqil, the largest, 
most gigantic farms in Africawhich have become senile over the past 5 years. The 
wellsprings of production have practically dried up, while profuse controversy has 
overflowed to such an extent as to take the place of productivity. This contro- 
versy was the result of studies and deliberations by high-level agricultural 
conferences, specialized scientific seminars, and workshops to deal with the 
problem--treatment which ended with the issuance of recommendations and yet another 
conference. 


The Current Season 
The current 1980-81 growing season is now about to end, in early April 1981. 


[he question which crops up so urgently is: what was the use of the scientific 
conferences’ studies and research, once their recommendations were drawn up? 


The answer is: from our point of view, these conferences and meetings were never 
more than theoretical, academic attempts. Cotton production in particular is still 
showing a decline year after year, and the contagious decline may have spread to 
other agricultural projects. 


Al-Rahd, Halfa al-Jadidah, and the former "“Islah" agricultural production projects 
‘onfirm these statistics. 


Academic Conferences 


“irine those lean vears, the conferences. meetings and scientific seminars continued 
with their studies and researc’, which were ultimatel. drew up in the form of 
recommendations leacine to n° pract il benefit. 





ti fact, at these projects, especial « si=Jaelvah project, until che end of 


December each year=-i.e, aller Lie passage of 5 wonthe of cotton cultivation=-the 
officiale would affirm that Cie agricuit col season was auguring high productivity 
en the following bases: the cotton was crowing well, irrigation was regular, 
farming operations were ..v-, | ' re outetanding, 


But in January, when cotton iarvebliny weodis enter ite eacly stage, some reserva- 
tions would be issued; the officials were not sure whether the prelimary 
production estimates would be fulfilled, 


In February of each year, notices would oe issued to the effect that there were 
some negative pointe which might lead to a drop in production. Other reasons would 
appear one by one. 


One theme would deal generally with irriesation water and cleaning the channels. 
Another would talk about a shortage of production inputs such as gasoline, in- 
secticides, and herbicides, or at the very Least would mention that aphids had 
ippeared in some parts of the 'teids. 


In March, they would issue statements to the effect that during the winter the 
cotton bolls had been exposed to temperature changes which had withered the 
flowers. Or, it would be mentioned apologetically that the cotton fields had been 
subjected to vicious, grievous attacks by flocks of livestock or animals prior to 
the announcement of release (the date of the end of cotton harvesting), and that 
those animals, estimated at haif a millics head, had caused vast damage to the 
cotton. 


When at the end of March the season was at its end, another reason was given: there 
were not enough laborers to harvest the cotton, thereby affecting production. Thus 
the excuses became more numerous every year, and cotton production declined 
conspicuously. 


The Promise 


Last year, when talk about declining cotton production became more heated, the 
governor of the al-Jazirah pretect, after having previously affirmed the definite 
ivailability of resources, maintained that the average yield per feddan of long- 
staple cotton would be no less than 4 ganters, and that one feddan would produce 
>) qantars of Ikala cotton. Tomorrow we will see. What we are afraid of is that 
no explanation will be issued for the statement that world cotton prices of US$67 
for long-staple cotton and $47 for Lkala cotton have caused a drop in production! 


Production Relations 


In al-Jazirah and al-Manaqil, the growine season is about to end, and there ic 
still talk about production relations, discussion of which was killed when Mr 


Rust's report was issued in 1968. Then came a report on the subject, as well as 
other studies. As one of the countlese examples, there was the report by the 
agricultural! sector commission in which several of the ministers concerned took 


part in studying and evaluating the production situation at the cotton projects 
over the last 5 years. 








Then there was the report by the fact-finding mission set up by the agricultu 
minister, which toured the al-Jagirah, al-Mangil, aleRahd and Halfa al-Jadidal 
projects and the agricultural organizations in the Blue and White Nile valleys 


Afterwards 


We are convinced that all these studies, conferences and committees are no doubt 
marvelous, are doing a good job of the required acientific research, and are 
making the greatest possible effort, but thie effort is not dealing practi. 
with the problem. 


We feel that the human element, whether at the apex of the al-Jagirah project 
administration, or in the cotton fields at various levels, or on the part of the 
farmers, is really the first and foremost basis for any rise or decline in pro- 
duction, since it has been proven that the state has the resources for the job, and 
in tact has spent an estimated 33 million pounds on insecticides. This is what 
brought the governor to make his promise. 


Ae long as the state hes the resources, any decline or deterioration in production 
is absolutely unacceptable, except for unavoidable cases, such as natural circum- 
stances resulting from floods. This is something which has not occurred during 
this 1980-8! season. So that some calculations can be made in this context, let 
me give AL-AYYAM's readers the following figures on declining production. In 
1968-69 the average yield per feddan was 5.212 qantars; in 1°°9-70 it was 5.042 
qantars; in 1970-71, 5.411 qantars; in 1971-72, 4.984 qantars; in 1972-73, 4.001 
qantars. Then there was a drop from 5 qantars to 4 and then to 3, and then to 

2.8 qantars. Last year the yield was 2.5 qantars per feddan. In other words, 
production dropped 50 percent. 


Summary 


This problem requires a human field effort in which all parties will participate. 

Furthermore, we feel that coming up with a new administrative, organizational 

framework will only detract attention from the basic problem. Therefore, we 

present some indications on which we base our stand: 

1. the effect of migration by capable farmers and their moving to other jobs; 

2. ascertaining the healthiness of the cotton seed; 

}. the effectiveness of supervision by agricultural inspectors and directors; 

4. whether early morning irrigation is still in effect; 

5. the role of the existing leadershio of the al-Jazirah and al-Manaqil farms; 

6. the role of the al-Jazirah project's board, the senior administrators, and 

the technicians in decision-making; 

). whether the production incentives which are announced are of any benefit; 

8. the role of the agricultural research authority, which is responsible for the 

quality of the insecticides and seeds; 

9. the reason for the drop in cultivated area from 1.85 million to 1.35 million 

lecdepe. Why does fallow, unreclaimec .and amount t» 850,000 feddans, when we are 
poiying a policy of. dericu.iucal neii ication? 


6599 
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NUMAYRI STRESSES NEED FOR Now CENSUS 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 273 Mar 81 p ! 
[Article: “New Census Planned"! 


[Text] During ite session yesterday morning chaired by President Ja'far Muhammad 
Numayri, the cabinet gave pre! minary spproval to a bill for the third census, to 
be conducted in 1981, which wae ev bmitted to the cabinet by National Planning 
Minieter Engr Nasr-al-Din Mustafa. 


During the session, the president spoke of the importance of the third census, and 
pointed out that there is a greater need for such a census now that the results of 
the second census conducted in 1973 are no longer valid. 


His Excellency issued orders for a careful, comprehensive evaluation of the second 
census, in spite of its negative aspects, to make sure that those supervising the 
proposed census will make an effort to correct these negative aspects as they occur, 
thereby saving a great deal of time and effort. 


He added that the results of this census will have many good aspects which we must 
make use of, to wholly or partially make up for the results of the second census. 


His Excellency pointed out that the application of regional government is another 
incentive to expedite the proposed census, since once it is conducted, the central 
and the regional governments wil! be in a position to formulate their development 
programs and plans on a clear, constructive basis. This census will provide 
demographic and fiscal data on the population of a given region, providing a start- 
ing point for drawing up and implementing various development programs and projects, 
as well as enabling the centra! government to ascertain each region's capabilities 
and resources, which will help guide central policy-making. 


When the national planning minister presented the 1981 census bill, he explained in 
detail its basic features, proposals for carrying it out, and the proposed financial 
costs of implementing the project. 


It is worth mentioning that thebill calle for the formation of three committees 
on the national, ministerial and technical levels, and census committees for the 


regions and districts. 


The bill's importance lies in the fact that the country is about to draw up a new 
economic and technical development plan to begin in 1983-84, which necessitates the 
provision of census data and socio-economic indices necessary to draw up the plan. 


8559 
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SYRIA 


GRAIN AGENCY'S CONTRIBUTION TO AGRICULTURAL SECTOR DISCUSSED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 10 Apr 81 p 4 


[Article by Hisham Bashir: “Economic Evaluation of the Country's Seed Propaga- 
tion Agency, Provided 150 Million Pounds Worth of Seed, Previously Imported With 
Hard Currency; Improved Seed Shared in Another 350 Million in Increased Produc- 
tion") 


[Text] Since the conversation was about the agricultural revolution, and the 
increase in agricultural production, the factors of this revolution should be known 
to everyone. They include the use of improved seed, fertilizers and insecticides, 
apart from excellent application of modern, agricultural means, organizations and 
advanced methods of agricultural direction. 


World tests have proved that improved and advanced seeds are in the forefront of 
thie agricultural revolution. Everyone knows about the huge increase in world 
wheat production, after international research centers developed the “Mexican” 
wheat seed, which vielda on the average of 50 to 60 times as much, depending 

on the country involved. All of us aleo know that thie seed was the object of 
astonishment, when it wae cultivated for the first time in India and Pakistan, 
which were both able, to a great extent, to reduce their efforts to alleviate 
the wheat deficit. 


[| knew that, while | listened to Dr Farid Fhurt, director general of the Seed 
Propagation Agency, aa he explained t me the dimensions of che prob lem with 
wheat seeds, distributed by his agency and damaged as a result of storage, which 
we reported a while ago in detail, as well ae the size of the problem, and how it 
wae dealt with | wae aware of that, and dic not think it a emall problem, for- 
petting what this ageney coul ‘fer, | erm of toproved seed propagation and 
diatribution to the farmere, as well as ite contribution to a clear increase in 
agricultural production, and in cash flow, in hard currency, as the value of seed 


which the ount i od to if rt ann 


Because we watch over the negat iv ide of any economic organization or activity, 
and call attention to how it * eing mdled before it becomes critical, while 
a h6the eame time, looking fir * y eo wide and shedding a little light on 
what ve discover, srovinege tt Brim | -r a nd ‘eadership of economic 
activitis« in the country, I asked t men s director general the following 


questions: What is the economic evaluation of the activities of the General 
Agency for Seed Propagation, during the past 5 veare’? What ise the extent of ite 











participation in agricultural growth in the eountry? How does Che a,ency compare, 
mathematically, in terme of balance between protit and lose’ Together let us 
read hie replies to these questions, 


The Propagation Agency, Five Yeare After Stare of Operations 


The director general of the Ageney for os od Propagation said: “Our agency was 
established in 1975, with the goal of improved seed propagation for various agri- 
cultural crops, which the scientific research centers in the country, and in the 
world, were proving could be capable of ‘on creased production within the acreage 
unit, We mean by propagation, produciig these kinds of seeds in adequate quanti- 
ties for the tillable areas of the country. 


“During the past 5 vears, we have been able to accomplish a large part of the tasks 
which have been put on our shouldere, as a developing, specialized agency. After 
the establishment of our general directorate in Aleppo, we opened branches in the 
principal agricultura provinces of the country, al-llasakah, Dayr al-Zawr, al- 
Raqgah, Hamah, Home, Damascus and Ivra', We also provided and equipped labora- 
tories, as well as technical cadre, which we also trained through many local 
training courses, with the help of our national experts, assisted by experts from 
the International Food and Agricultural Organization." 


Full Coverage of Improved Seed for Principal Crops 








With regard to production and seed propagation, he said: 
"We have been working in the area of production and improved seed propagation 

since the agricultural season of 1975-1976. We have concentrated on producing 
cotton, wheat, potato, and sorghum seed, and we added barley and bean seeds last 
year. Our production of these seeds has developed noticeably. Our production 

of wheat seed went up to about 24,000 tons in 1980, and potato seed to 8548 tons. 
Wheat production in 1976 was only 1485 tons, while potato seed was only 2000 tons.” 


He added: “Our agency, during the past 5 years, was able to produce the following 
quantities of improved seed: 118,000 tons of cotton seed; 104,000 tons of wheat 
seed; 28,000 tons of potato seed; 854 tons of sorghum seed; 55 tons of barley 
seed, and 14 tons of bean seed.” 


Economically, What Do These Production Fieures Mean? 


In order to answer this question, we should be aware that the average world price 
per ton of potato or wheat seed ie 2500 Svrian pounds, 1500 pounds for cotton, 
5000 for sorghum, and 3000 for both barley and bean seed. In light of these 
average prices, we can calculate that the value of the agency's seed production 
is 510,000,000 Syrian pounds. 


If we leave cotton seed aside, since they were produced locally and not imported, 
we find that the agency provided the country with hard currency amounting to 

3% 000,000 Syrian pounds. Keep in mind that the costs of producing these quanti- 
ties was not more than half this amount, estimated to be 167,000,000 Syrian pounds. 








This means that the agency saved the country from paying out 334,000,000 pounds 
in hard currency, and in fact, provided 167,000,000 pounds over the paat 5 years 


Our Production of Improved Seed and International Specifications 


"The quality and apecifications of the seed produced by our organization are 
equal to similar seed produced worldwide, according to annual scientific research 
results, and comparing our domestic production with similar imported seed," 


This was stated by the director general of the Seed Propagation Agency. Hii wit 
on to say: "Syria has changed from a seed-importing country to an expor'! 
country. ihe best evidence for that is that, since 1977, we have exported wheat 
seed to Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the International Agricultural Organization in 
the region. We also exported 500 tons of potato seed to Libya last year. 


"On the other hand, after a tour, which the International Institute for Potato 
Research organized with delegations of workers in potato propagation, in the 
Arab World and Middle East nations, the agency's propagation centers, located 
around the country, were considered the best centers in the region. It was also 
decided to train these nations’ work forces at our agency in Aleppo. A Tunisian 
delegation will arrive for training with us in a few days.” 


Propagation Agency Seed Means 20 Percent Increase in Production 


Dr Farid Khuri continued his economic generalization about the Propagation Agency, 
by saying: "Seed distributed by our agency, by all the evidence, yields a total 
production increase of more than 20 percent over ordinary seed. If we are aware 
that grain seeds distributed by our agency, used during the past 5 years and 
planted over 13.5 million dunums of land, and if we also know that the average 
production of ordinary seed is 200 kg per dunum, and of our seed 240 kg per dunum, 
then that means that our agency shared in increasing production of grain by not 
less than one-half million tons, valued at more than 350,000,000 Syrian pounds, 
whose profit was returned directly to the farmers and to the country's national 
income." 


He added: "During the winter months, the country annually imported something like 
10 to 20,000 tons of potatoes, to satisfy consumer demands, during this period 
each year. However, the agency, by providing autumn potato seed, and distributing 


that to the farmers, achieved a huge production of this crop, in both quantity 
and quality. Since the end of 1978, importation of eating potatoes has stopped, 
and the country has also been saved from spending that amount of hard currency.” 


It This Is the Economic Evaluation, What About the Mathematics Involved? 


ir ‘'" Khuri said: "This is the economic evaluation of the Seed Propagation 
f ‘ich the economic ageicies made on an international basis. As for the 
"“m. wr ‘ical evaluation,” despite the fact that it was the furthest thing from 
our miice. our budget has an annual surplus werth talking about. 

“Despite the fect that our apesev's pn) 1? ane 4 ‘e°*eti- to encourage the 
arme.s to iw:e improved seed, and to se’ it at cost or less than cost, this is 


what we have been doing, especially with regard to wheat and potato seed, which 








ve dietr cute at prices bel that, r agency's budget has a d 
innual surpluses, of mor: mde in 1978, rising to 6,000,000 
in 1979, until it reached mere thay ) pounds in 19080." 

rhe director general of ¢! ition wit riSHRIN, 
regarding hia agency's « orkers at the agencs 

lave proved their wort} ina 4 ten ij he past ’ Years, The beat evidence 
f that is that we produce and distribute without loss, Not more than a0 tona 

potato seed produced b , our f a total of about 28,000 tons, was lost, while 

the rate of loss permitt: nternatior to our guidelines from the 
ompetent authorities, is 5 nerecent e at eed produced, This is the equivalent 

of 1400 tons, whose value would } hout ,500,000 Syrian pounds, provided as a 


result of our agency's effor' 


MSU, ‘AAD 
































UNITED ARAB EMTRAT! 


CLOMTER CONTROL OVER COMERCIAL AGENCIES 2 OMMENDED 
Subel Ale RAVAN in Arabic 16 “Mar 81 BP 2 


iArticle by Amad Muhsin: “Beonomic Committee ef Abu Dhabi Advisory Council Demanus 
ueit to Chaos of Comercial Agencies and Reorganization of Them; Remedying of Loop 
melee in Present Law With latervention by the Municipal Authority” | 


'teet! The Pinancial and Beonomic Affairs Committee ef the National Advisory 
Cowncil bee aeeerted the need for 4 feorganization ef the affaires of the commercia: 
agencies at the state level in order to end the state of disorder and lack of 
e@ntrol that te plaguing thee and hes eaueed official agents to be subjected to 
illegal competition 


in @ fepert prepared fot submission to the fmecutive Council of the state of Abs 
Shebi, the committee stressed the seed to involve 411 sides in an open dialogue 
oe the reorganization of the agencies including federal government organizations. 
local ereanieations end representative commercial circles in the Chambers of Com 
metce and Indust ty 


Tee report said that during the preparation and issuance of the federal iav to 
reeulete the commercial agencies, the responsible officials should be aware of the 
existence of Gieparate interests among the commercial agents Which differ accord 
ime to theif areas of activity and must be taken into account. Por this feason, 
the local orgamieations in each emirate should be included along with the federe: 
authorities im the reorgeniestion of the affairs of the agencies. 


tawol wement of Local Orgenizet tone 


fee Freport euplained that the purpose of involving the local organizations is to 
eacure stability for all the aarkete and take inte sccount the individual interests 
of the agente if O80 ates wWehile meteataeiaing the open matket policy 


The fepert e@44¢ that the lores authorities @ust put an end to the state of die- 
erdet which has et ree! because of + Suter of prefiteers at the expense of the 
eftieial ageete @& ate suet? ,ed % theif ‘gine! principles and whose agencice 
at« fegietere? wv ts j otf : fre ai agencies, 











the feport added that Lt is the orleife. tgente who must bear the burden of conduct- 


ing the affaires of the ageney with tiv 8 thie necessitates in order to provide 
the locations, facilities and dis fer the goods, 

Therefore, it is not peimises tthe Wait we 2.008 al lefward and make @any 
profits without any of the buteense © Heute tu the same goods [rom outside the 


area or importing the goods in order to sell them in the area and reap the profite 
despite the existence of the authorized agent. 


Poor \egulat tion 


in ite feport on the affairs of the commercial agencies in the emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
the committee noted that these affaire suffer from a number of deficiencies and 
hegative factors, 


Loopholes in the Law 


it pointed out that one of the loopholes i the present law ie the fact that there 
are no provisions dealing with the transfer | the agenc) from one agent to 
another without his consent, the cancellation of the agency tract prior t 

its expiration date, or the protection of the Local agent within the boundaries of 
hie area of activity from the infiltration of the same products and business with 
which hie agency is concerned, 


Therefore, the committee feele that there is an urgent need to expedite measures 
to alleviate the current etate of aftaire among the commercial agencies in the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi. It believes that this can only be accomplished through the 
intervention of the sunicipal authority in its capacity as the authority which is 
legally responsible for issuing the appropriate executive decisions and orders 
to end the etate of disorder and lack of control plaguing the affaires of the 
agencies, correcting all the loopholes which have brought about this state, 
drafting the neceseary restrictions to provide complete protection for the 
registered official agencies, and putting an end to the disputes surrounding the 
ancellation of the agencyehip contract or the withdrawal of the contract from 
the original agent without his neent ef well as ending disagreements over the 
determination of appropriate compens 1 in euch cases, 
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